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Abstract       This paper presents several case studies and landscaping 
projects for various public or private green spaces. It included an analysis of 
the existing vegetation in parks, squares and gardens (trees, shrubs, 
flowering plants) and several new species were proposed, chosen according 
to several factors: landscape value, growth rate, invasive character, 
resistance to current climatic conditions (soil, drought, wind), resistance to 
pollution and diseases and pests. The economic aspect is also a very 
important one and following a market study we noticed a constant increase in 
the diversity of dendrological and floricultural material, represented by new 
species, varieties and hybrids. Several directions for approaching these 
compositions have been observed throughout the landscape and solutions 
have been identified to be successfully implemented.   
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The green spaces in Timisoara, both public 
and private, are constantly evolving in terms of 
enriching the vegetal fund of ornamental plants used in 
landscaping.  

This is also possible due to climate change, 
which is becoming milder in our area, which has 
allowed new opportunities for the import of new 
species to enrich this plant.  

So, my question for today it`s: What kinds of 
new plants flourish in cities this days? 

 
Material and Method 
 

For the realization of this work, a study was 
made according to pictures on the field in different 
locations, green spaces, public and private, in which 
are found proposed in different styles such 
arrangements with ornamental plants. In this study we 
used a photographic analysis, analyzing the new plants 
and the effect they create in the concept of each space. 
 
Results and Discussions 
 

Ornamental shrubs are indispensable in 
gardens and public spaces. Without them, these green 
areas are devoid of color, the play of volumes, shapes 
and textures.  

Depending on how they grow, decorative 
shrubs can make the difference between a landscape-

style garden and a geometric-style one [12; 13]. 
The aesthetic qualities of ornamental plants, 

which are mentioned in order to obtain decorative 
effects in garden and yard landscaping projects, consist 
of one of the following characteristics: height, shape, 
color and texture. 

The height of the plant is a feature that must 
be taken into account when selecting and locating plant 
species (trees or shrubs) from the first steps of 
arranging a green space.  

The general volume of the designed space is 
directly influenced by the height of these plants, 
creating a balanced space in relation to the architecture 
of the building or area. 

For a pleasant visual effect, when choosing the 
plants according to their height, the shape and size of 
the garden and the constructions and other furniture 
elements specific to the green spaces will be taken into 
account.  

In other words, large trees will be well found 
in large gardens, while small plants or even ground 
cover will create the best visual effect. 

Species of trees that can create shade (figure 
1), but also close a perspective also create an intimate 
area towards the neighbor, we remind: 

-Acer platanoides 'Crimson King'; 
-Cedrus atlantica glauca pendula 
-Liriodendron tulipifera fastigiate 
-Prunus serrulata Kanzan. 
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Figure 1. Species of decorative trees (own archive source) 

 
Also from the design phase, the height of the 

plants at maturity will be taken into account in order to 
correctly calculate the optimal planting distance, in 
order to allow the further development of each plant in 
a harmonious way with respect to each other [9; 10]. 

By designing the given space correctly in 
relation to the surrounding construction elements, 
depending on the height of the trees or shrubs, we will 
be able to create shaded spaces or certain construction 
elements will be highlighted with the help of shrubs. 
We can create intimate areas with the help of plants, a 
chromatic background or even visual screens. 

Depending on the size, the plants will be 
arranged in the future gradual arrangement, first the tall 
ones, then the medium ones and finally the ground 
coverings [7; 8]. 

The shape is the second visual characteristic 
of the plants as important in the projects of 
arrangement of the green spaces. Like the height, it sets 
the tone of the volume and balance of the composition 
of the arranged space. 

The shape of the plants in the case of shrubs is 
also given by the position of these plants towards the 

buildings but also by the planting distance between 
them, being directly related to the climatic factors but 
also to the crown formation operations, applied to each 
one.  

These shapes will be applied by cutting, in 
order to form some types of crown, taking into account 
the way of growth and branching of the trunk, the angle 
of insertion, the shape, the arrangement and the density 
of the branches. 

Each form of the crown, natural or created by 
the related formation works, has its own 
expressiveness. For example, the columnar shapes 
suggest dynamism and their juxtaposition creates 
rhythm, while the pendulums urge calm and relaxation 
and are used rather as accents or focal points [5; 6]. 

There are a variety of shapes that the 
landscape architect can use in landscaping and 
landscaping work so as to create various pleasing 
visual effects in the garden.  

The most common shapes are globular, ovoid, 
columnar, pyramidal, spread, pendulum, creeping, 
erect, irregular, climbing. 

 

  
Figure 2. Species of shrubs with different crown shapes (own archive source) 
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Species of ornamental trees and shrubs (figure 
3) with different crown shapes, increasingly used and 
appreciated for small areas of the garden, to create a 
memorable background: Magnolia grandiflora 

gallissoniensis with the shape of a columnar crown; 
Photinia fraseri Robusta Compact On The Trunk; 
Loropetalum chinensis conical shape; Nandina 
domestica conical shape and Osmanthus tricolor.

 

 
Figure 3. Shrub species with different crown shapes (own archive source) 

 

  
Prunus avium pendula            Wisteria sinensis – liana shape 

Figure 4. Shrub species with different crown shapes (own archive source) 
 

Color is perhaps the most observable visual 
feature in a garden. In addition to the color of the 
leaves and flowers, the chromatic effect of the plant, 
the vines and the bark also contribute to the decorative 
effect of a plant. 

Green is the predominant color of the foliage 
and comes in a multitude of shades. Other common 
colors are red, orange, yellow, silver, blue, purple, 
white. The warm colors used in garden and yard 
landscaping work make a space emanate energy and 
vitality, while the cool ones urge calm and relaxation. 

The color of the leaves can be uniform, 
variegated, marbled or discolored (the leaves of the leaf 
are colored differently), each having a different effect 

in contrast to other shades of color from neighboring 
plants and adds additional aesthetic value to the plant 
as an individual and the area. In most species, generally 
deciduous, the chromatics vary according to the season. 
And in some softwoods you can see a difference in 
shade in the spring, after the appearance of new 
growths, for example in the case of silver spruce [4]. 

The color of a plant should be used in order to 
attract attention in a certain part of the arrangement. 
Plants with a decorative effect (figure 5) by the color of 
the leaves or flowers: Acer palmatum dissectum; 
Lavandula angustifolia; Euonymus japonicus 
aureomarginatus and Juniperus horizontalis wiltonii. 
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Figure 5. Plant species with a different crown color (own archive source) 

 
The color of the leaves during the summer 

represents the longest seasonal effect and that is why it 
is also the most important to consider in the 

composition of the future project of landscaping and 
yard landscaping. 

 

       
           a. Wisteria sinensis              b. Laburnocytisus adamii              c. Cornus kousa           d. Cedrus deodora forme 

             
                                       e. Azalea japonica                     f. Osmanthus tricolor   g. Cupresus sempervirens pyramidalis  

    
 h. Cryptomeria japonica Globosa Nana                  i. Catalpa bungei 
Figure 6 a - i. Plant species with a different crown color (http://www.landisa.ro/ro)  
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The groups of plants must be arranged first 
according to this effect and then according to the color 
characteristics of the flowers, the autumn chromatics, 
the shades of the fruits and the branches. 

The texture is determined by the appearance 
and size of the leaves, the thickness of the branches and 
shoots, the configuration of the bark. Texture patterns 
can be found in each of the three characteristics 
presented above and are made by the contrast between 
the slopes and the neighboring buildings, between 
plants and alleys, using creeping, climbing or ground 
cover plants as a background, or as a contrast between 
their different colors [2]. It is mainly provided by 
foliage, being the first thing we notice according to the 
shape of the plant, but depending on the season, the 
place can be taken by bark, branches, vines, flowers or 
even fruits. When we talk about texture, the visual 
effect, all the elements of plants can be felt, which 
gives us a feeling of more stimulation in contact with 
the garden or a well-arranged and well-composed green 
space. However, in the activities of landscaping and 
landscaping, the emphasis is more on the visual effect 
created by it than on the tactile one. The texture is 
generally visible up close, but this aspect varies by 
species [14; 15].  

A coarse texture is found in plants with thick 
trunks and branches, thorns, leaves and large flowers, 
with a heavy and full appearance.  

Used in excess (therefore to be avoided in 
landscaping and yard landscaping), these plants 
compete with others in attracting attention and make a 
garden look much smaller. Example: oak, hydrangea. 

But most plants have a medium texture. Their 
trunk and branches are neither thick, nor thin, nor too 
dense or arranged too wide, the leaves have simple 
shapes. Medium-textured plants are used in the garden 
for a harmonious unification of fine-textured and 
coarse-textured groups [3]. A fine texture means 
narrow trunk, thin and fragile vines, small, delicate 
leaves and flowers, a light and airy appearance. Plants 
with such a texture tend to shrink in the background, 
make small spaces look larger and highlight the shape 
and color of other plants. Examples: birch, decorative 
herbs. The movement produced by the wind also 
contributes to the texture of a plant. The best example 
is that of decorative herbs. At rest they may have a 
somewhat compact texture, but as soon as they are set 
in motion by the wind, the play of light and shadow, 
the flexibility and length of the stems create the 
impression of a fine texture. The texture of the plants 
tends to be less noticeable if the textures of the 
elements built in the garden (eg the pavement of the 
alleys) are much more prominent. 
 
Conclusions 
 

In conclusion, we can see an increasing range 
of decorative trees and shrubs, which in the hands of a 
landscaper can be brought to their greatest value. 

We see that plants are important both as 
individuals and as a group, creating compositions 
richer in color, shape and texture and we can say that 
only thanks to new species, shapes or hybrids we have 
the chance to capitalize on every green space designed 
and arranged. In addition to the four morphological 
characteristics described above, let us not forget the 
pedo-climatic requirements of each species, the need 
for close access to the areas adjacent to the lawn and 
the need for regular maintenance. 
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